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Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles-Boston Academy of 
Learning.  The Academy has exciting news thanks to the continued support of the 
School Board. A presentation was made to the Curriculum and Instruction 
Committee of the School Board to reopen the Pharmacy Technician class and also 
add Agricultural Science and Aviation Maintenance for the 2012-2013 school year. 
The Committee and full Board approved our request! 
 
Pharmacy Technician is a course for senior level students. This course is designed 
to prepare senior students to take the National Pharmacy Technician Certification 
Board examination. The course introduces students to the different areas of 
pharmacy technician practice. Emphasis is placed on pharmacology, drug dosage 
calculations, pharmacy law, stock inventory, infection control, compounding, 
maintaining records, anatomy and physiology, and pharmacy technology. We 
have enough student interest in the course to offer three sections. Remember all 
of our Career and Technical Ed coursework is offered in two hour blocks. 
 
Agricultural Science is a course for sophomore, junior, and senior level students. 
This course provides students with a basic knowledge of agriculture and the 
science applications in agriculture. The course includes units in animal science, soil 
science, plant science, agricultural mechanics, food science technology, and 
agricultural leadership. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course 
are school-based enterprises, field trips, and internships. Mathematics, science, 
English, biology, and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course. 
 
The final course that we will be adding for the 2012-2013 school year is Aviation 
Maintenance. The mission of the Aviation Maintenance Technology program is to 
provide an environment that will prepare students for certification by the Federal 
Aviation Administration in airframe and power plant mechanics. This course is 
open to junior and senior level students and will offer dual enrollment credit with 
SOWELA. We are currently meeting with AEROFRAME and Northrop-Grumman 
to continue to develop curriculum offerings. 
 
Great things are happening at the LCB Academy. We hope that you take the 
opportunity to come by and visit with us! 
 

Teaching Professions and  REACH 
students 
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TEACHER 
SPOTLIGHT 
MICHAEL 
RICHARD 

 After graduating from Sulphur High School, I worked a short time as a pipefitter 
and decided to go back to school. I enrolled at McNeese and obtained an A.S. 
Degree in Electronics Technology, I began working for an extremely large military 
contractor. The company I worked for was responsible for repairing computer 
equipment for the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marines. Working as a military 
contractor took me to new places and the opportunity to work on some very 
interesting projects. After being promoted to management with the organization, 
my task was to setup repair facilities, hire a staff, and then move on the next 
base. After several moves I decided it was time to come back home. 
 
 My first job after returning home was as an Education Network Specialist for an 
“IBM Business Partner”. I was responsible for installing networks in school 
systems from Houston to Lafayette. Calcasieu Parish was one of my largest 
customers. I installed programs like Writing to Read in the elementary schools, 
and ICLAS in the high schools. It was while working in this role I noticed an ad for 
a computer repair specialist for the Calcasieu Parish School system and decided 
to send my resume’. I was hired for the job and was Calcasieu Parish’s first and 
only “computer technician” for several years.  
 
 After working as the school systems “computer technician”, I heard that the 
school system was interested in starting a class for high school students teaching 
computer repair and maintenance. This was in 1996 and I have been teaching 
computer repair and maintenance ever since. This is by far the most rewarding 
job I have ever had. It is an awesome thrill to know that I played a part in 
students' careers. 
 
Some of the industry related certifications I have earned during my career  are 
CompTIA A+, Novell Certified Engineer (CNE), IBM Education Specialist, 
Microsoft Certified Professional, Fiber Optic Certified Specialist, Cisco Certified 
Network Specialist, Cisco Certified Trainer, and Apple Service Tech. I was also 
named “Technology Education” magazine “Top 250 Outstanding Teacher's in 
2005. 
 

Computer Networking 
Basics 
Routing and Routing Basics 
by Michael Richard 

Four students from the Computer 
Networking Basics class received letters 
from John T. Chambers, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of Cisco, 
acknowledging them for their outstanding 
progress in the Cisco Curriculum. These 
students will also receive a discounted 
test voucher to take the Cisco Certified 
Entry Tech (CCENT) exam. To receive 
this letter, these students had to not only 
score well on all Cisco curriculum exams, 
but must have also passed a battery of 
skills based, hands-on assessments. 



 

 
 
Congratulations to the following students who received their Adobe Certified Associates in Web Communication 
using Dreamweaver CS4.  Next certification(s) will be Photoshop and Flash! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Web Design/Digital Media by Renee’ Fiser 

Zack H. - Sulphur 
Tyler D. - Sulphur 
Chris H. - Westlake 
Wade B. - Sulphur 
Tyler B. - Sulphur 
Korbin G. - Sulphur 

Digital Media students created advertising posters for LCBA.  The winning poster was given to  school counselors to 

display at their schools.  You can see all the posters and the winner of the contest here.   To view the students  
animated Flash projects, click here. 

http://lakecharles-boston.cpsb.org/Faculty%20website/Fiser/lcba%20psters/index.htm�
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First Responder and Firefighter  
by Bob Brankline 

Sports Medicine/ Allied Health by Alex Dibbley 

After studying anatomy, stretching, strengthening, and rehab techniques 
for the hamstring muscles, the Sports Medicine students participated in 
the First Annual Hamstring Relays.  The students adapted a rehab 
technique for speed. 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd block students after ankle taping competition.  Class 
winner poses with the trophy.   

We have finally worked out most of the 
kinks and are moving forward with the 
FFI program. We have just completed the 
fire behavior section, which teaches us how 
fires are started, what makes up a fire, 
and what determines it’s behavior. This 
makes for a more proficient way of 
extinguishment. Within the next couple of 
weeks we will be in the actual phase of 
live fire fighting, using some of the most 
modern techniques and equipment. 
Everyone seems to be really enjoying it. 
 



 
 

Health Science by LaShawn Johnson 
 
The students of Health Science I and II attended 
a field trip in Houston, Texas,  at the Museum of 
Health and Science.  The students were able to 
participate in the real organ dissection of a 
sheep's heart and actually visualize a real 
human heart.  The students were able to identify 
the bicuspid and tricuspid valves,  aorta, and 
superior vena cava. A quick review of the blood 
flow of the heart/circulatory system and a 4D 
theater presentation were also given.  This was a 
great learning experience that the parents and 
students appreciated.   
 

Drafting by Kathy LeBlanc 
 
Drafting I students participated in a bridge design challenge.  
They were to design, draw, and build a bridge capable of 
supporting 50 lbs. 
 
Wooden craft sticks and wood glue were the only materials 
allowed to build their bridge. 
 

            
         

 
 
 

Our top bridge this year was by Cory V. from Sulphur 
High School. Cory’s bridge held 135 lbs. Congratulations 
Cory. 



 Television Production by Pam Dixon   
 

 
 
 

TV Production 
students teamed up 
with Sports Medicine 
students to produce 
public service 
announcements that 
address sports health 
topics, such as 
eating healthy, 
staying active and 
avoiding injuries. 
 
TV Production classes 
produced a 20 
minute newscast 
targeting teens. 
Academy TV will air 
in May on the 
Calcasieu Parish 
government channel. 

TV Production 
students visited 
KPLC-TV for a first- 
hand look at how 
the professionals 
produce a live 
newscast. 
 

The Lake Charles-Boston Academy Mock Trial team recently competed in the annual regional and state mock trial 
tournaments sponsored by the Louisiana Bar Association.  LCBA was represented by two teams at the regional 
tournament held on February 25, 2012,  in Lafayette,  Louisiana.  LCBA won runner-up at the regional level, with 
Gregory Ware (Sam Houston) being named the tournament’s best attorney.  LCBA then advanced to compete in the 
state tournament held on March 17, 2012, in Lake Charles.  This marks the first time a Calcasieu Parish Mock Trial 
Team has made it to the state tournament!  Although LCBA did not win the State tournament this year, a solid 
foundation has been laid for future teams to build upon.  Students interested in participating in mock trial should 
contact their counselor about scheduling law classes at LCBA.  Classes are open to all Calcasieu Parish high school 
students who have successfully completed civics.  The classes are free of charge and bus transportation is provided 
to/from your home school.  Please email Mr. Brown at ken.brown@cpsb.org should you desire further information 
about LCBA mock trial.   
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Student Spotlight 
Gregory W. 

 
 I am Gregory W., and it is a great pleasure 
to be LCB’s Spotlight Student. 
I am a senior currently attending Sam 
Houston High School where I am enrolled 
in the gifted program and am taking 3 AP 
courses. One of my courses, AP Physics, is 
through LCBA. In addition, I am enrolled in 
the Law Studies course with Mr. Brown 
and served as a lawyer on his prestigious 
Mock Trial team. We, as a team, 
competed in the regional and state level 
competitions and I was awarded Best 
Lawyer at regional's. 
At my school I serve as assistant drum 
major for the award winning Pride and 
Spirit Marching Band and baritone section 
leader for SHHS Varsity Winds Band. I am 
chairman of the Teenage Republicans, a 
member of the BETA club, and a State 
Competitor for FBLA.  Next year I will be 
attending LSU with a focus in 
biochemistry. After receiving a bachelor's 
degree, I hope to go off to med school and 
study anesthesiology and eventually settle 
in a career in Texas. 
Outside of school, I love swimming with 
my friends, hanging out, reading, and 
playing with my animals. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my Academy 
experiences, and I hope the parish 
continues to support all its programs. I’ve 
had a great time in high school, and my 
advice for any underclassmen; Have fun 
with it. 
 
 

Student Spotlight 
Derran P. 

 
I’m Derran P, a senior at 

Lagrange High School. I take TV 
Production at LCBA. This is my second 
year in this class. I really enjoy it. 
  I am going to Baton Rouge 
Community College and  will be 
majoring in Entertainment Technologies. 
After college I will be studying film 
connection with different 
cinematographers, and editors around 
Louisiana. They will be mentoring me for 
my dream career as a 
cinematographer/editor. The Film 
Connection is an accredited private film 
school offering structured course 
curriculums in filming, producing and 
editing. They offer real world settings 
with one on one instruction from a 
professional filmmaker. My goal is to 
own the biggest film studio in the 
nation, right here in Louisiana. I want to 
be the best that learned from the best 
before me. 
 



  

ESL High School  
by Linda Dewey 
 
In the afternoon intermediate classes of ESL, students have 
read non-fiction and fiction literature about people who 
showed great courage in their lives.  In Anne Frank:  Diary of 
a Young Girl, students empathized with the main character, 
a teenager who with her family struggled through the 
horrors of World War II; they lamented that she died so 
young in a Nazi concentration camp.  Every student wrote a 
diary entry about what would happen if each had to leave 
his/her home.  In Matthew Henson,  it was surprising  to 
discover that the first person to reach the North Pole was a 
black man who was given no credit for this feat!  Instead, 
the government honored Admiral Richard E. Peary. For 
fiction reading, Robinson Crusoe was the choice; the story 
reminded students of the movie “Castaway” starring Tom 
Hanks.   
 
     The morning beginning ESL students read The Elephant 
Man, a true story of a seventeenth century man who lived 
with a badly deformed body.  In speech class, students 
wrote and delivered a demonstration speech, using props to 
show how something worked or was done. In addition, 
practice and more practice on the sounds of the English 
language filled out the speech classes.  With the help of 
modern technology, a new language is not as difficult to 
learn as in the past.  There are so many websites for 
learning to speak languages. 
 

Middle School ESL  
by Gerry Blalock 

     
     ESL students like to learn English idioms so they can 
converse like a real American.  Here goes a basket full of 
idioms to cover the waterfront in classes for the third 
quarter. Students have been beating their brains out to cover 
a lot of ground before state testing.  There’s been no time for 
goofing off with our lessons in language, science, and social 
studies. 
 
     In beginning language, it was back to basics with contract 
exercises on present and past tense verbs that were a piece 
of cake.  Also, students made the grade in asking yes-no and 
information questions.  They put on their thinking caps as 
they wrote paragraphs to describe family members and then 
changed their prose to poetry.  Reading and writing 
newspaper articles was a breeze. The afternoon class had 
their noses in books to read folktales around the world, tall 
tales, fairy tales, and creation myths.  Paraphrasing and 
summarizing was as easy as ABC in their research projects. 
They saw the light on the differences between compound 
and complex sentences. Writing paragraphs now includes a 
new bag of tricks with sentence fluency. 
 
     In science students had a light bulb moment as they 
burned the midnight oil on forces, motion, machines, and 
energy units.  To line up with social studies for a study on 
machines, they looked at the Industrial Revolution and had 
show and tell on their slide shows on important inventors. 
They looked at the school of thought on Newton’s laws and 
made posters.  Putting two and two together was easy as 
they put their heads together in teams for all the 
experiments.  They knew it was time to get busy when they 
had to create a mobile on the electromagnetic spectrum. 
They needed a hand when researching compound machines. 
 
 



 
 
 
  

Gifted Biology 1 by Arlene Cain 
 
Gifted biology students are taking fingerprints;  DNA fingerprints that is.  Students are learning about DNA 
fingerprinting using gel electrophoresis.  They are learning how Biotechnology is used in many areas of industry and 
agriculture.  Students are using gel electrophoresis to learn important biotechnology lab skills.  Students run 
samples of DNA on the gel and then analyze the DNA segments just like in CSI shows.  
 

Andrew, Aaron, and Wesley are hard at work analyzing their DNA fragments.  
             

 

 
Alex, Sarah, Drake and Logan are setting-up the Electrophoresis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

AP Biology  - AP biology students are seeing green studying the physiology of plants.  They are working on a 
lab that monitors the rate of transpiration in leaves.  The process of the loss of water from the leaves of a plant is 
called transpiration. Transpiration is essential to the process of bringing minerals and fresh water to the leaves 
from the roots. The process of transpiration releases water through the leaves and into the air. This produces a 
water potential and causes water to move up to the leaves in order to achieve homeostasis.  
 

 
Courtney and Amanda monitor Transpiration 

AP Physics - AP physics is wiring up and shining brilliantly.  Students are using a circuit board to measure 
voltage and current as they determine the relationships of Ohm’s law.  Ohm's Law states that a current through a 
conductor between two points is directly proportional to the potential difference across two points. Students use 
ammeters and voltmeters that are connected to the circuit board and the computer providing a graphic view of the 
current and voltage through the circuit. 
 

 
 

Jessie and Jonathan measure the current flowing through the light bulb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

REACH students explored parts of Africa with an all out African Excursion! 
Students began their journey with an adventure of listening and thinking skills as 
they took an imaginary airplane trip; but first they had to decide the most 
economic means of parking based on cost and length of stay at the airport. The 
airplane trip was halted by an emergency landing as students then had to 
determine how to best cross the “big pond” we know as the Atlantic Ocean. They 
were given a number of “spare parts” and had to use at least two to try and 
make it across the pond (Atlantic Ocean) to the second largest continent of 
Africa. Once they made it across the Atlantic to Africa they watched the natives 
carry food and clothing items in a basket on top of their heads for easy transport. 
Then students engaged in a basket race of their own. 

 

While in Africa students visited Ghana and learned 
the legend of two friends/brothers who watched as 
a spider weaved its web and used this technique in 
weaving cloth when they returned to their village. 
This web weaving inspired by the spider was 
essential in the development of Kente cloth.  
REACH students used this same weaving technique 
to complete an activity in paper weaving followed 
by the development of a mock Kente stole or scarf.  

Kente cloth, which was traditionally worn mostly by men of royalty on 
special occasions, is now worn by people across the globe. In an effort to 
put a few rules of tradition into practice REACH students wore their self 
designed Kente stoles for a special occasion which was a “Field Trip!!!” To 
culminate the unit on Africa students took a field trip, briefly visited the 
alligator pond near the tourist bureau, and watched the alligators and 
turtles in their simulated habitats. They also visited Historic City Hall and 
learned a bit about the history of Lake Charles,  the Great Fire of 1910, 
and  the importance of volunteering in the community.  To finalize 
everything they participated in a scavenger hunt  to locate true African 
artifacts such as real loom woven Kente cloth, African masks and 
headdress (much like the masks we made), aprons worn by girls at the end 
of initiation, Mancala games and more. REACH students had a blast at the African Art Exhibit and needed a 
lunch break, so we headed just up the street to enjoy the community efforts of Millennium Park to end our 
day. What a day it was!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scavenger Hunt 

Viewing Artifacts from the Great Fire of Lake Charles 

Mock Kente Cloth 

(Stole) 

Meeting New Friends 

Photos of The Great Fire of 1910 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having Fun viewing photos of volunteers in SWLA 

Fun at the Park 

Mock Kente Cloth (Stole) 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting New Friends  

(from a different class or school) 



     
             
                                                              
by Bobbi Yancey 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY April Artists~  

 

 

 

 

              Max Ernst      Da Vinci                        Miro                      Audubon 

April is filled with birthdays of influential gentlemen artists that have left behind a notable 
legacy of some of the most successful works of art of our time. 

Max Ernst (2 April 1891 – 1 April 1976) was a German painter, sculptor, graphic artist, and 
poet. A prolific artist, Ernst was one of the primary pioneers of the Dada movement and 
Surrealism. 

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci  (April 15, 1452 – May 2, 1519, Old Style) was an Italian Renaissance 
polymath: painter, sculptor, architect, musician, scientist, mathematician, engineer, inventor, anatomist, 
geologist, cartographer, botanist, and writer whose genius, perhaps more than that of any other figure, 
epitomized the Renaissance humanist ideal. Leonardo has often been described as the archetype of the 
Renaissance Man, a man of "unquenchable curiosity" and "feverishly inventive imagination". He is 
widely considered to be one of the greatest painters of all time and perhaps the most diversely talented 
person ever to have lived.[ 

Joan Miró i Ferrà  (April 20, 1893 – December 25, 1983) was a Spanish Catalan painter, sculptor, and 
ceramicist born in Barcelona. A museum dedicated to his work, the Fundació Joan Miró, was established 
in his birth city in 1975. 

John James Audubon (Jean-Jacques Audubon) (April 26, 1785 – January 27, 1851) was a 
French-American ornithologist, naturalist, and painter. He was notable for his expansive studies 
to document all types of American birds and for his detailed illustrations that depicted the birds 
in their natural habitats. His major work, a color-plate book entitled The Birds of North America 
(1827–1839), is considered one of the finest ornithological works ever completed. Audubon 
identified 25 new species and a number of new sub-species. 
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Pre-AP/AP STUDIO ART students are creating works for the concentration portion of 
their portfolios.  Each of the works pictured below bears some influence from Surrealism, math, science 
and nature.  Pictured below are works in progress from Mary G., Tess M., and Jordan E.  
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Works by LCB students enrolled in the Talented Art Program will 
be featured at the: 

Henning Cultural Center 
923 Ruth Street 

Sulphur, LA 

 
Please join us! 

 
Opening reception March 29, 2012 

5:30 pm - 7:30pm 

 
 

Work by Elementary T.A.P. student, Gene N., is featured on the invitation! 



       
 
 

 

As we prepare for our Talented Visual Art Spring Show, the students are putting finishing touches on 
their artwork.  We will be exhibiting many types of artwork:  paintings, drawings, ceramic bowls, 
clay caterpillars, clay goblets and vases.  The opening for the show is Thursday, March 29, from 5:30-
7:30 at the Henning Cultural Center in Sulphur.  Everyone is invited to come see more than 200 
pieces of artwork.  Some examples are shown below. 

"CRAZY CACTUS" 

 

            Julia – 6th Grade   Georgia – 6th Grade   Kylee – 5th Grade 
          S. J. Welsh Middle    Moss Bluff Middle     Bell City High 
 

“CLAY CATERPILLARS” 

 

        Alayna – 4th Grade          Matthew – 4th Grade         Sierra – 5th Grade      Lakyn Oliver – 3rd Grade 
  LeBleu Settlement  Elem.         Bell City High    Clifton Elem.      Bell City High 
 
 
 

Mrs Lavergne’s Talented Visual Art Classes 



“PAINTED HANDS” 
 
 
 

 
 
Madison – 11th Grade                      Sheree – 12th Grade                     Alexandra “Alex” – 12th Gr. 
             Bell City High              Bell City High                            Bell City High 
 
 

 

Tanya – 10th Grade 
Bell City High 

“HAND-MOLDED BOWLS WITH MAJOLICA DESIGNS” 

 
Mackensie – 6th Grade    Gracie - 6th Grade           Harlie – 7th Grade              Will – 6th Grade 
    Moss Bluff Middle   Moss Bluff Middle            Bell City High           Bell City High 
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